
OCHD Emergency Order (2021-01) FAQ  (Revised September 24, 2021) 
 
Q1: Does the OCHD Emergency Order (2021-01) apply to the SLCS schools that are 
located outside of Oakland County?  
A1: Directives from the OCHD Order do not apply to schools resting outside the Oakland 
County boundaries. However, the order is being applied universally in all South Lyon 
Community Schools facilities which is within the District’s authority.  
 
Q2: What if my child comes to school without a mask?  
A2: The staff will first confirm if the student is covered under one of the areas for which the order 
does not apply. If not, the student will be provided with a mask to wear in compliance with the 
OCHD Order. Refusal to wear the mask will be treated as a disciplinary situation.  
 
Q3: What if parents/students/employees claim a religious exemption to wearing a mask? 
A3: The OCHD Order (2021-01) does not provide for a religious exemption.  
 
Q4: Can I volunteer in my child’s school?  
A4: At this time, approved volunteers will be able to assist in the school but in a limited capacity. 
Volunteers are able to work in spaces where they will not be in direct contact with students. See 
additional information shared by your child’s school about volunteer opportunities that exist. 
 
(The questions below were added on September 24, 2021) 
 
Q5: Is OCHD Emergency Order legal?  
A5: Yes. The OCHD issued Emergency Order 2021-01 pursuant to their authority under Section 
2453 of the Public Health Code, MCL 333.2453(1). 

“Sec. 2453. 

  (1) If a local health officer determines that control of an epidemic is necessary to protect the 
public health, the local health officer may issue an emergency order to prohibit the gathering of 
people for any purpose and may establish procedures to be followed by persons, including a 
local governmental entity, during the epidemic to insure continuation of essential public health 
services and enforcement of health laws. Emergency procedures shall not be limited to this 
code.” 
 
The law (Public Health Code) provides the tools for a local health officer to protect the public’s 
health during an epidemic. The Michigan Supreme Court opinion (October 2020) has absolutely 
no effect on the ability of a local health officer or the Director of Michigan Department of Health 
and Human Services to issue orders under the public health code. The Orders issued by a 
health officer are completely separate from any executive orders issued by the Governor and do 
not require the existence of any state or county “state of emergency” declaration. 
 
Furthermore, the public health code requires health departments to “continually and diligently 
endeavor to prevent disease, prolong life, and promote the public health . . .” MCL 333.2433(1). 



This includes “prevention and control of diseases.” When it created the public health code in 
1978, the Legislature stated that “this code shall be liberally construed for the protection of the 
health, safety, and welfare of the people of this state.” MCL 333.1111(2).  
  
Q6: Can the school district just defy the OCHD directive (e.g. OCHD Emergency Order 
2021-01)?  
A6: The District will abide by all laws, lawfully executed orders, regulations, etc. pertaining to the 
operation of the school district.  Defiance of a governmental order is not advised. Public school 
districts (and their employees) are largely protected by governmental immunity should students 
or employees become injured/ill while at school. One of the fundamental predicates of 
governmental immunity is that the governmental agency (school district) is engaged in a 
governmental function (running of a school, consistent with legal requirements).  
 
If the school district was operating while openly and intentionally disregarding and violating an 
order from a local health department (which has the authority under Michigan law to dictate 
health, safety, and welfare protocols), the school district runs the risk of not being afforded the 
protections of governmental immunity and, therefore, being held legally liable for injuries/illness 
which may befall a student or employee.  
 
Additionally, the COVID-19 Response and Reopening Liability Assurance Act, passed by the 
Michigan Legislature in October 2020, provided for individual and organizational immunity from 
liability for claims related to COVID illness. However, such protections are expressly conditioned 
on a good faith adherence to appliable laws, regulations, and orders – which would include the 
OCHD Emergency Order. In short, open defiance of the OCHD Emergency Order (2021-01) 
could create significant legal exposure for the school district, its board of education, and staff. 
 
Q7:  How long is OCHD Emergency Order (2021-01) in effect? 
A7: OCHD Emergency Order 2021-01 remains in effect until community transmission for 
Oakland County is categorized as “Moderate” by the CDC for at least fourteen consecutive 
days, or until further notice from the Oakland County Health Officer. 
 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

Questions can be emailed to the District at covid-19q@slcs.us. Thank you! 


